Species richness of tropical marine molluscs is considerably underestimated (Bouchet et al. 2002) . Indeed, the molluscan faunas of some regions, such as Palawan in the western Pacific, have received little attention and some hyper-diverse groups, such as the turrids (a parapyhletic group of Conoidea, formerly known as Turridae), are barely documented. For example, apart from original descriptions of two turrid taxa that have their type locations in Palawan (Comitas aequatorialis palawanica Powell, 1969 and Mangilia quadrasi Boettger, 1895 = Gingicithara notabilis (E. A. Smith, 1888)), there are no published records of turrids from this region. We have been fortunate to have access to recent collections of turrids from different parts of Palawan. Examination of these materials has revealed existence of several undescribed and potentially endemic species. In the present paper two new Pseudomelatomidae species are described. Sculptured by weak axial ribs, intervals about 2-3 times broader than axial ribs; 8-10 on first teleoconch whorl, 11-12 on penultimate whorl (including varices), the last varix situated about on-third whorl back from lip. Spiral cords on spire whorls moderately wide and gently rounded, with equally wide interstices; a total of 3-5 on first teleoconch whorl to 8-11 on penultimate whorl. Spiral cords on last whorl becoming narrower towards rostrum while interstices becoming gradually wider.
Colour whitish-cream with a light to dark brown spiral band situated above the suture at the abapical part of each teleoconch whorl. Last whorl with two bands, one at the first adapical third and the second one ending at the abapical part of the siphonal canal. Interior of aperture white tinged.
Protoconch narrowly domed, of 2-2.5 whorls, first whorl depressed, second one weakly convex; suture shallow; white tinged, smooth except for very weak growth lines near termination.
No soft parts or operculum available for study.
Remarks. With its remarkable coloration, Inquisitor armillatus n. sp. remotely resembles the South African Inquisitor arctatus Kilburn, 1988 (Figs. 11-13) but the former species attains a much smaller size (around 15 mm compared to around 50 mm), has a shorter siphonal canal, a less pronounced parietal nodule, and fainter spiral cords.
Etymology. The specific name is derived from the Latin expression armillatus meaning "wearing a bracelet" which refers to the dark brown colored spiral band.
